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Memo to Mr. Belmont 9-23-59 
CHARLES E. BOHLEN aka "CHIP" BOHLEN 


Bufiles fall to reveal Information furnished by Berlin was dissemi¬ 
nated, but Berlin had indicated he wold furnish this information 
to General Persona at the White House, {77-561/16-99» 119, 121) 

Reoent ertioles in the press revealed Bohlen Ambassador 
to SoViet Union 1953 to 1957* has sinoe served as Ambassador to 
Philippines. Bohlen has been recalled from Manila to assume post 
as Special Assistant to Secretary of State for Soviet affairs. 

ACTION ; 

None. For the Director’s information. 









Office Memdfandum r united states government 


MR. A. H. BELMONT 




date: September 23 , 19$9 


MR. G. H. 80ATTERDAY 

O - v 

CHARLES E. BOHLEN v 
ALSO KNOWN AS "CHIP" BOHLEN. 


- *^ DmiA . 

SUBJECT: • nHAWLKS E. BOHLEN v • . . Tamm . 

ALSO KNOWN AS "CHIP" BOHLEN. . . y iTuS^Z 

• . ' , * , • _ 

UJO, BolllTl* Kollown_ 

* . • Gandy . 

• The following is submitted pursuant to the Direotor’a 
request 9-22-59 for i luranary on "Chip" Bohlen of ths State Depart¬ 
ment . 


HeOoiM ’• 
VTh. IhANti* 


The atteohed memoranda suraiarize. informationoontflined 
in Bufllee oonoerning Bohlenj.memorandum dated 3rl6-53 setB forth 
results of an applioant-type investigation oonoerning Bohlen at, the 
request of the Seoretary.of State/ 1 and .the memorandum dated 7-11/-59 
prepared for the Director oontalns additional information, in Bufiles 
subsequent to the applioant-type investigation. 

The. following is a sunmary of information contained in 
the attaohed memoranda. Bohlen, born 8 -30-02/, Clayton, New York, 
graduate of Harvard University; employed as foreign servloe offloer. 
Department of State ainoe 1929. and has served in. posts.abroad, 
including Tokyo, Paris and the Soviet Union. Applioant-type investi¬ 
gation revealed several former ooemployees end frlendao^Bohlen • 
described hnm nRexuals. including Carmel Off 

and Bohlen’s brother-in-law Charles W. 
Thayer. Former State Department employee desoribed Bohlen’s speech 
indioated effeminaoy. Former U. S. Ambassador to Soviet Union, 
William Bullitt, desoribed Bohlen’a conduct in Mosoow aa intolerable, 
that he drank excessively and Bullitt had him reoallod. Several 
I»persona would not reoonmend Bohlen,whom they desoribed as opportunist 
II and apologist for Soviet Union, Yalta’and appeasement polioy. Two • 

I* individuals advised they know of. rumors Bohlen was homosexual. 

Other numerous prominent individuals interviewed furnished favorable 
..information' regarding Bohlen. Bufiles also reveal that on .10-31-56 
[{Dick Berlin advised the Direotor that Bohlen allegedly told Krio 
Johnson and George Weltner, Paramount Studios, that President 
Eisenhower’s letter to Bulganin aoousing Soviets of meddling in . 
Amerioan politics was "unwise, untimely and dangerous. It was like 
lighting a cwtoh to a fuse. Our attitude towards Russia is uhreal- 
istio. Communism .is here to stay. We should realize and aooept 
it. Any hope to the oontrary is wishful thinking. Russia’s armored 
atrength is strong. They have everything in the way of armament." 


1 - Mr, Belmont . • 
1 - Name Cheok Seotiori 
1 - Mr. G. H. Menzel 
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I n l B53.-and mow reffently"' 
over h,s «**» from Manila 
—stemmed chiefly from his 
role as Interpreter for FDR 
at the Yalta conference. . 

The GOP in 1953 was try- 
Ing to discredit Yalta on 
grounds that Eastern Eu¬ 
rope had been "given away" 
to the Soviet in this agree¬ 
ment. ■ 

J . Mr - Bolilon, win, c i, arac . 

I teristfc bhmtnoss, said the 
/ only thing wrong with the 
| Yalta agreement was that 
the Russians bi-oke it. 

Sens. McCarthy, Styles 
Bridges (N. H.), Everett 
Dirhsen fill.) and othe£s 
challenged Mr. Bohlen's a? 
poinlment and raised ques- 
lions about his security 
clearance. 


h ,® u J * ho Senaie confirmed 
th^taflo 74 *2 13 vofe after 

i(R n i S ° n ' 5 0bert A - Taft 

fci’n *S 5 .. s Xli , J “R| 

Ispected his FBI file am 

iieafth hlm i_Cr ™ _ Wo 
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Ike Brings Back Controversial Figure 


Bohlen Is Regarded as Top 
Expert on the Soviet Union I 

«S 1 " ferj a M i I T °°‘ f , 1 

_ , ambassador to Russia lit V A year earlier, at a dlploJI { ' \ 

Charles E. (Chip) Boh- 14953 despite hostile RepubJ 1 matlc reception, Mr. K. proW \ 

»n tvhr. Immua Knur Keans In the Snnnt* led h\r Posed a tO.lSt to "the ' 


(See editorial on Page Z2.) 
By JACK STEELE 
Senppi-HsuM Bull Writer 

Charles E. (Chip) Boh¬ 
len, who knows how to 
get along with the Rus¬ 
sians without giving in 
to them, is coming back 
to Washington to advise 
the Eisenhower Admin¬ 
istration on expanding 
East-West relations. 

Mr. Bohlen—widely re¬ 
garded as the top U. S. ex- 

S ert on the Soviet Union— 
as been in what amounted 
for him to diplomatic exile 
as ambassador to the Phil¬ 
ippines for the last two and 
a half years. 

His recall to take over 
the newly created post of 
special assistant to Secre¬ 
tary of State Christian Her- 
ter for Soviet Affairs was 
announced yesterday. 

But Mr. Bohlen, who also 
has the personal confidence 
of Prestdent Elsenhower, 
will serve the White House 
as well as the State Depart¬ 
ment In his new Job. He Is 
expected to accompany Ike 
on his visit to Russia In 
November, 

<1 Sign. 

Mr. Bohlen’s recall is an- 
olher sign of the fading 
policies of the late John Fos¬ 
ter Dulles, who never really 
believed It was possible to 
do business with the Krem- 
lilt--— 


T Mr. Dulles approved Mnl 
|lohlen's appointment ad! 
KBmbassador to Russia lit 
14953 despite hostile Republ* 
licans In the Senate led by 
the lute Joseph R. McCar¬ 
thy who tried to block his 
confirmation. 

But Mr, Dulles never 
quite saw eye to eye with 
Mr. Bohlen. who believed In 
being tough with the Rus¬ 
sians but In trying to get 
along with them. Mr. Dulles 
engineered his transfer to 
Manila In 1957. 

. Despite his blunt and 
studied toughness with the 
. Soviet leaders, Mr. Bohlen 
left Moscow In 1957 with 
warm praise from Nikita S. 

1 Khrushchev. 

Mr. K., his arm draped 
around Mr. Bohten’s shoul- 
dor. told him: "We like a 
i competent ambassador If he 
comes to correct conclusions 
and sends the right estimate 
to his Government. We 
have new hope for some¬ 
thing concrete that wilt hplp 
establish good relations.” 

Allho Khrushchev added 
• that he could not under¬ 
stand “why they are taking 
you away from us," he had 
no reason to believe It was 
because Mr. Bohlen was 
" soft" tow ard the Soviet. 


J'i <3 Tcasf | 

1 A year earlier, at a diplol 
matlc reception, Mr. K. pro4 
posed a toastto "(he liquid*." 
Tlon -of NATO bases," Mr. 
Bo i ' l £!\.. r ? 3ccle(1 ,he toast 
and told him bluntly: "You 
must recognize NATO as a 
fact of life. It exists.” 

When he first went (o 
Moscow as ambassador soon 

Kg°r,o h »ju b ^ 

11 The Kremlin was under 
i ’fire at the time for not, 
bringing deposed secret po-' 
lice chief Lavrenti Beria to 
trial. Marshal Georgia Zhu¬ 
kov Joined in the toast— 
and Beria was soon tried 

S and shot. , 

Mr. Bohlen also led tie 
parade of NATO am bai ¬ 
lors who walked out of ai,. 
other Moscow reception In 
1956 after Khrushchev made 
his famous boast to "bury" 
Western democracies—or, u 
he says now, capitalism. 

Mr. Bohlen, at 55, has 
spent most of his 30 years 
In the foreign service as a 
student of Russia. In 1929 
he was one of a small group 
of new recruits assigned to 
study the Russian language 
and five years later,, when 
the U. S. first recognized 
Red Russia, was among 
( froaa aod to reopen the Em- 
bassy. 


The Washington Post and 
Tlmso Harold 

Th« Washington Dolly NowsC&-{„ 
Ths Evenlnq stnr 

Now York Herald Tribune_ 

Now York Journal-American__ 


Ths New York Tlaiee_ 

The Worker_ 

The New Leader_ 

The Wall Street Journal . 
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Office Memorandum • united stats| ^bvERNM|NT- 

to , MR. A. H. BEIMONT pATEi July 


MR. A. H. BEIMONT 


• MRi/.G. H. SOATEERDAY^HJ^ 


subject; ; CHARLES BOHLEN 


fUOmn pall or.I . 

IMJ# R<*«“ — 


The fblowing Is b$ing oubmitted pursuant! t?o the Direotor*a rfevsi^E 
..request 7-13-59 far a summary on Charles Bohlen of the State Depart- I^ T” — 

nient. •... j>eLc*ej;. 

Bohlen, born 8-30-04, Clayton, New York, graduate of HarvardUcOair* * 
University* Employed as career foreign.aervioe officer, Department of State, 
ainoe 1929, and has served in posts abroad, inoludirw Tokyo, Paris and the 
Soviet Uniozf,;. , .. . - ■ fcArtftjbf 

Following is-a auimary of information contained in atfi&ISd 
memoranda. . Bohlepvwas :Subjeot of applicant-type investigation 1S53 at 
requeat of Seorefcary pf-.State. ' Several former coomployaes and friends of i I 
^hlel^oecribe^a^iofib aexuala. Including Carmol 

Bohlen*a brother-in-law■Uharw^^^Saver.. iflr 
Former State Department erapldyee'“describAn Bohlen*s speech indicated 0,v “ 
effeminaoy. Former U.S. Ambassador 'to Soviet Union,’ William Bullitt, 
described Bohlen*s conduct In Moaoow as intolerable , that he drank . - 
excessively and Bullitt had him reoalled^ Several persona would not 
reporonend Bohlen, wnpm they described as opportunist and apologist for 
Soviet Union, Yalta and appeasement policy . Two individuals .advlBad they 
kii6w of rumors Bohlen was homosexual. Other numerous prominent individuals 
interviewed,furnished favorable Information regarding Bohlen.’ (77-56416-99, 

Iriadditon to foregoing, Bufiles reveal that on 10-31-56 Dick 
Berlin advised the Director that Bohlen allegedly told Eric Johnson ancL*- ->-. 

\ George Weltner. Paramount Studios, that ^resident klaenhowoi^s letter Co , ,. 1 
* BulgAHIn adotjaing Soviets of meddling ln~Amerioan politics was "unwise ,/ 'j 
untimely and jjnngeroufT. It wds^TIEelighting a "matoh to aT usfl. .Purl A J 
ati ltude tcwarde -Ruesia lo unrealistic . Communism I p har-n f.n stay . We 
sHbulPCre|allze and aooept _lt~ . Any hope to the oontrarv Is wishful think ing. 
Russia'FlBrgiQreQ lflirfliig.tH ria stron g. Biey have everything in the way of 
armament . j 1 .177^6416-119) ~—--- 

Bohlen serdadas U.S. Ambassador to Russia from 1953 until 
1957 end since that time^he has served as Ambassador to the Philippines. 

(Who* s Who, 1958-59) per. 95 , . ) *\ _ 

ACTION}. None, For the Directo^^ information, ""h.? - * ’ 
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Enclosures 

1 - Mr, Belmont 
1 - Name Check Seot 
1 - Mr. Menzel , 

.... t'- 


/ \ mJUl , 




Cp.. ■ £ 


Office Memorandum • united states government 

TO , The Director DATBi March l6 ll 'i9&4 / ' 


■object : 


hfixijots 




DIRECTOR'S CONFERENCES REGARDING 
CHARLES E. BOHLEN, 

AMBASSADOR TO RUSSIA 


It.rto-- 

Tf*cy.-- 

Geany- 

Uobt -- 

Tele. Room- 

Nolle*** — 


| \ I have reviewed the files and am setting out in sequence pertinent 

\'i Idata reflecting any personal contact the Director had with Administration 
jj (officials leading up to the confirmation of Chip Bohlen. 

■The following are the pertinent items: 

Vj -5 

'*'• v- 1. The Director, by memorandum dated March 17, 1953, to the 

j*_^ Attorney General, reported that that afternoon Secretary of State Dulles informed 
KX'i. the Director that the President had asked him to talk to the Director regarding 
^ DUr re P ort on Bohlen. The Director- saw the Secretary of State in his office. 

.. H Present was Allen Dulles. The President wanted the expression of the Director's 

*i*i ; 4 views on Bohlen. 

-s^7" The Director made it clear that the FBI did not as a usual procedure 

- l '7 i ' evaluate any of its reports, but in view of the President's request, the Director 

■\ "a '-i would not be inclined, if he were passing on the question of security, to give 
'S‘S'A Bohlen a complete clearance. The Director pointed out that.there was no direct 
•w q U~- ev * dence t ^ t Bohlen had engaged in homosexual activities, but it was a fact 
« . ^ that several of his closest friends and intimate associates were known homosexuals. 
® 1 \ Allen Dmles suggested the lie detector. The’Director pointed out that he did not 
attach very much credence to this. 


6 


’ ^ J The Director made it clear that Secretary Dulles was not to 

|furnish the opinion expressed by the Director when he appeared on the following 
■ i ?\ day before the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs. (77-56416-102) 

2. By memorandum dated March 24, 1953, addressed to Messrs. 
Tolson, Ladd and Nichols, the Director advised that on Saturday, March 21, 
at the Attorney General's request, he had attended a conference in the Attorney 
General's office with Senator Knowland. Knowland was desirous of ascertaining 
- whether access could be given to one or two members of the Senate Committee 
I to review the FBI report bn this matter as this would dissipate the opposition 
I to Bohlen. 


LBNiarm 







The Director' then referred to the conference with Knowland; - 
that while an examination of the reports might be helpful in this particular 
case, the Director expressed the opinion that the opposition would not accept 
the results of the examination of the reports, but would more than likely also 
insist on h seehigt he reports. The Director then discussed the danger of a 
precedent/involved. (77-56416-11) 

4; The Director, by memorandum dated March 24, 1953, to 
the above-mentioned Bureau officials, reported a telephone call from 
Secretary of State Dulles at 2:22 p.m. Dulles stated that he had Senators 
Taft and Sparkman in his office then looking at the FBI reports on Bohlen. 

{The Senators would like to see the raw files. The Director told the Secretary 
{that the "raw report" had never been made available to anyone. Dulles inquired 
whether such raw files had ever been made available in other cases and the 
Director stated they had not. Dulles then referred to Senator McCarran's 
claim that such raw reports were made available to him. The Director referred 
to the Department policy of furnishing summaries to the Chairman of the Judiciary 

1 Committee, and in response to the Secretary of State’s inquiry, the Director 
stated these summaries are similar to the summary presented in the Bohlen 
case. 

Senator Taft then came on the phone and advised that Director 
that since the issue arose, every newspaper reporter had been asking him 
whether he had seen the file. The Senator stated he felt he would be much 
more effective if he could say he had seen the file. The Senator further stated 
that Senator Lodge and Senator Tydings saw the files in the original McCarthy 
investigation at the White House. The Director said all he knew was from hearsay; 
that he had been told by the Department that, they did not make available to the 
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee the raw files but they did make available 
the summaries. Taft then stated he thought that Senator Hickenlooper had seen 
raw files of the Atomic Energy Commission. The Director then pointed out 
that this was by a special Act of Congress, The Director then observed that 
the matter of making the raw files available was a decision that only the Attorney 

( General could make. The Director stated that if the Attorney General agreed 
to this, he would be guided by what the Attorney General decided. The Director 
told Taft that a full field investigation had been made on Bohlen and Taft stated 
he would look at the summaries of the investigation and then he might see the 
Attorney General. The Director assured Taft that the Bohlen summary was a 
complete summary, (77-56416-13) 


- 3 - 


• \) 


The Director set forth the Bureau policy that FBI reports are . 
not made available to Senators, Congressmen, or Committees of Congress. 

The Attorney General sustained his yiew. 

Knowland then inquired whether a Committee consisting of 
Vice President Nixon and maybe a Cabinet officer or two could examine 
the FBI report. The Director made it clear this was a matter of policy 
1 and would be one for the Attorney General to pass on. The Attorney General 
* was not enthusiastic. 

The Director then advanced the suggestion that the best way to 
resolve the Bohlen situation was to have Security Officer Scott McLeod before 
the Foreign Affairs Committee and in that way the Committee could ascertain 
whether it had received a complete presentation of this report from Dulles. 
Knowland was not enthusiastic on this suggestion fearing it might reflect upon 
the Secretary of State. 

The conference.adjourned with the Attorney General and the 
Director holding to the position that the FBI report on Bohlen should not be 
made available to any Committee or individual members of the Senate. 
(77-56416-15) 

3. The Director by memorandum dated March 24, addressed 
to the above-mentioned Bureau officials, reported a call from William Rogers 
at 11:41 a.m. to inquire if the Director had heard that the Senate Foreign 
Affairs Committee had designated Senators Tffift and Sparkman to look at the 
FBI report on Bohlen, The Director stated he had not heard this; that all he 

( knew was that he had heard on the radio that morning that this was being con¬ 
templated. 

Rogers pointed out that he had just received a call from Cadison 
in the Department's Public Information Office concerning this. The Director 
and Rogers agreed that a no comment position was to be maintained. 

The Director stated that he had talked with the Attorney General 
yesterday (which would be on March 23); that the. Attorney General had indicated 
his views, which the Director shared, but of course he did not know whether 
anything had developed since then. Rogers commented that he thought to refuse 
these reports to Senators Taft and Sparkman would put the Department in a bad 

( light in view of the stature of the Senators. The Director observed that the 
thing to be concerned with was whether this would be a precedent. 


- 2 - 





. _ 5 , The Director, by memorandum dated March 24, reported 

.. 7 a call from the Attorney General at 6:38 p.m., stating that he had received 
_ a call from Senator Taft, who made a final plea to see the raw files on the 
Bohlen investigation. The Attorney General turned Taft down, which did not 
| make Taft happy. The Director told the Attorney General he thought the 
' Attorney General was right; (77-56416-29) 


The Director then briefed the Attorney General regarding his 
conversation with Secretary of State Dulles and Senator Taft earlier in the 
day. 


6 , The Director, by memorandum dated March 24, reported 
attending the Attorney General's Staff luncheon on that date. The Director 
stated that the Attorney General reported that he had lost out on our position 
in the Bohlen report; that he regretted the outcome and that the report would 
be made available by the State Department to Senators Taft and Sparkman. 


CONCLUSION 


or Mow 


The Director did confer with Senator Knowland and the Attorney 
General wherein the question of exhibiting reports to a select group was dis¬ 
cussed. The Director maintained his traditional position on this and did not 
grant a concurrence. Technically, since the Attorney General stated at lunch 
on March 24 that he had lost out on his position, the Director did have advance 
knowledge that the reports were to be shown to Senators Taft and Sparkman, 
although the Director did not at any time indicate a concurrence in the action 
of the Administration in exhibiting the Bohlens umma r y to Taft and Sparkman. 
Accordingly, I have revised the letter - &'iFulttright deleting the reference 
"without my knowledge" referring to the exhibition of the report to Taft and 
Sparkman. . -A - 
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\s?\ Sfumct i v- ‘CHARLES EUSTIS EOHLBK . '• • 'Sfcrz 

-mvipx . "fzrg? 
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^ - - . 

Aorntcr :?- ‘CHARLES EUSTIS BOHLEN . • ‘ ‘BE 

f .--.if-a-Ci* 'SPEOIAL -INQUIRY . '•■gjjjj'r 

)%. ' . • 'M U M~ 

.••••••• . ■:->», - 

■ SYNOPSIS : •_ . '7 

■- Request to Investigate‘Bohlen received from Secr||ar^-_ 

■ Qf.tfl nr. February 18, 1933. Following derogatory inforrftftlefl 
developed and included in summary memorandum: Carmel Off $|vi**cU 

lhe met Bohlen in 1934 and has been a olo ? e BEEOciate * ^ 
the years-. Offie reportedly a homosexual and ^as arre|te^^^^8/43j 

and charred with disorderly conduct - perversion. ..y', • 

^ a ^ e a to lttea - ho m o aaaarfaa ^ a ^» 

' whb e edStted P a lifetime association with homosexuals, 

I is ‘his olosest American friend in the United sta tes, 
admitted frequently staying-in Bohlen s home aWjshinjton^. > 

•in and 19U7-U9, and in Farie in 193°» 1 .. 

I state Department employee said manneT of speech of appointee indica--- 

gSg&jfti s saa arg ,sy 

Sblln with him to work in tfubasey in Moscow, He described Bohlen'a 
ns Intolerable, and as Eohlen drenlc excessively he had hi „ 

“ S d He Ss Stoost contempt- f or Bohlen. Several individuals 
Ido not recommend Bohlen as he-is more interested in his 

1 *;.™^ *KSi sts 

that area of mistrust .exists 

^^^^D^^Bnen^^Ret^egardin^ohlrn,_ got __l nclude 
interviewed and they'furnished favorable information regarding Bohl*». 

Reoommend attached summary be furnished to Secretary of # • J 

Attorney General, and Sherman Adams. 


AttachmentXtoT' 
AJS:earn 


ip***® 0 ? ,, 

JP -■ 


«tCOKOtt ),44 

" ia fipR 8 •*& 
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Memorandum to.Mr. Ladd 



w 

wic. 


According to former .employee 

of the Department of State, ad mjj^ed_a-lifet ime association with 
a great numb er of homo sexuals, a reportedly.a . 

^mosexua^^^^MB|^Mjjfisintervlewed by the Bureau’s representative 

described Bo hi on as. his closest 

American friend In the united States,* -Be -a omitfe fltayihg~af V 

Bohlen' b [ home in wastily ton, 1). 0 . . o'vernlRfit frequently “ 

In 19i4-4-T45» and in 194-7-49, and alao staying in Bohlen 1 s 
‘Eome in Paris, on several occasions m 19567 ‘ [ * s 


Bohlen is married to the sis 




' frfllllam C. 'Bullitt, former Ambassador to'Russia, 
advised that Charles Thayer and appointee were in .the 
Embassy at Moscow during the same period, Bullitt said they 
were good friends. 

. . i . 

The November 9, 1947. issue of the Sunday Star, Washing¬ 
ton, D. C., reflects that v/hlle Bohlen was Second Seoretary in 
Moscow in 1937 ho shared a room with Charles W. Thayer. 

A confidential informant formerly 

employed by the Department of State/ advised appointee’s manner 
of apeeoh indicated effeminacy and 3he is of definite belief he 
has strong homosexual tendencies. 

William C. Bullitt, former Ambassador to RuBsia, advised 
he took Bolilen to Mosoom_J;o viork with him in the Embassy. Bohlen 
was In tftE i-miPEssy irom one go wo yeera and his conduct became . 
i ntolerable . During this period Bohlen was drinking excessively. 


and Bullitt personally esked for 
contempt for Poh lfiri end refers tc 
Amerioan disaster. 


.s recall. Bt 
lim as a oheac 


has the utmost 


J, Doyoston6, self-acknowledged leader of the Communist 
Party advised hc ~cjlscus'sed the Al'-er Hiss trial with Eohlen after 
the completion of the fi r st tria l a nd Bohlen replied he was no_t 
impi^ssed .with the facts as hroiii-ht out .in thC-Tlrst trial ahdT 
he would await' the verdict of the second trial before considering 
Hiss guilty. Lovestone questioned Bo h len’s judgment in defending 
the Yalta Agreement. 


Memorandum to Mr, Ladd 


RECOMMENDATION : 

That the attached summary memorandum be furnished 
to the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, and Sherman 
Adame, • - 


DETAILS : 

By letter of February 18, 1953* John Foster Dulles, 
the Seoretary of State, requested the Bureau to conduct an 
investigation of Bohlen as the President desires to nominate 
him as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, 


FOLLOWING DEROGATORY INFORMATION DEVELOPED AMD INCLUDED IN 


THE SUMMARY MEMOF 


Carmel Offie, Washington representative. Free Trade 
Union Courisei, American Federation of Labor, Washington-, D. G., 
• .advised ho met Bohlen in 1934 at the United States Embassy 
in' Mosoow, Russia, and lias been a o l ose ass ociate of Bohlen’s 
down through the years. He ~ used ~BoHTeh' £~Tioine Tor three months 

I in 1948 while Bohlen VJas abroad’. He stated that while" at 
Moscow go men Cbl e "B rink!ng but since his marriage 

he "gets"drunk much less freq'u'entT'yT 11 Offie said he would not 


s marriage 
would not 
ho_pr.ae£er^d 
'Offie 


| persoTT5irv~5enH Bohlen to Moscow as 11 to " send a ma n who pr o sper' 
d nd who helped along the appeasement period la wrong. ” 'Offie 
has the reputation.or being -a. homosexual, Offie was arrested 
by the Metropolitan Police Department oh September 8, 1943; 
end oharged with investig ation, dlsorderl^g_cpr^ : ijc_t^u{'rverslpn. 
confidential informant 


Division, Department of State, furnished the following Information, 
whioh he obtained .fr om the files of the Se curity Division, 

-tmont of whose' present whereabouts 

cnown, wa^d^ohargedfron^ne Foreign Service for being a. 
:Kual, ^BH^»freoly admitted his homosexual activities, 
gave appointee as a reference in a War Assets Administration 
xetion for .employment, 

admitted to the Department of State that he has 
always been a homosexual and in all of his 1|.2 yeatfs as a homosexual 
has learned to separate the "queer” from the. men. He can spot 
them very easily end has never made a. mistake in this activity. 

He described It as pert of a sixth Bense. He stated Bohlen 
aote, walks, and talks like a homosexual. He admitted he had 
had no relations with B ohlen but strongly believes Bohlen to 
be a -homosexual. worked with Eohlen in Moscow, Russia, 

when both were employed in the Foreign Se.rvioe. 






Memorandum to Hr. Ladd 


' Tnnan Bon Levine^ Washington, D. C., author of the 
first bi&tfabhy published on -Stalin find Lenin, advised he has 
discussed the Soviet Union and Communism with Bohlen. He 'does- 
not reoommend ^hlenia appointment to Ruaeja as Bohlen_foirowod 
the Harry Ho pkins line! He said Bohlen may try to bri ng thp , 
Ame'rioan noilcy baok~%3 the Yalta line . He stated.Bonj.en 
Is more interested In.his oareer than'his Count ry. 


A nnnfid ential Informant 

advised Bohlen has no 

flt?AnH?!^^haracter, is an opportunist , is lnterest-ed^ln^ 
Ett oAreer, and prayi ng ball wl thge ^por lobs. ~ He. aala 
ft bhlAn flpT Tomlzetf T EC sUTT PPP -a pseieht poxicy Tollowed bv 

with Russia and he feels Bohlen 

should not. bo sent to Moscow. 


Arthur BIIsb Lanp, former Ambassador to Poland, said 
Bohlen alwayo~TH5ioa.ted' tg_hljTL-a-de. slre to plaoQtc the go jOfiJl. 

and satelli te oountries._ Lane thi nks_fl mti ^n le n 8. 
aJwrrK^nt-TS-nSffcow is a groTS mis ta^ran^ to put an apo l ogi st 
Ki—nkrn&XrTZT. TTn T on. T6lt ~ . and the ap^e a pgfl j pnt policy to the ^ 

Moscow l3_wFo ng: 


■ft special Agent, Office of Security, De- 
'vita 1 interviewed by Bureau Agenta end he said 


narfcraent of State, was J-noor vitmou -o- , 

he is not personally acquainted with Bohlen and never 
before any Senate Committee concerning Bohlen. The °* 
motion he has on Bohlen was obtained in connection- with his job 
in the Security oSice of the Department of State, which consisted 
of reading reports and croBa-indexing names concerning the inter 
views of Department of State employees suspected °£ 
i'iatson said he kno ws that the De p artment ofState has an index 
[card on Rohlen ^n_This ""r e^ird and that Bohlen was _associrfcedw T t h_ 


HHHHrvoiMCilred considerable information in.May of 1950 
Warding Bohlen.. Very briefly, he paid Bohlen is a Harvardi 
and came to the Department of State at the same time that many 
o? the Harvard group sponsored by/^lix P-rankfurter moved ijjj 
t he Dep a rtment of St ote alo ng wit h Alger and DonaldJi is8_ ! _^M 


at™each of the important conferences 
bSweeWorme^resident Roosevelt, Churohill and Stalin 
and later conferences held with former Pr ® 9 J d ®?* 
and Hiss were, generally photographed on eaoh aide of the 


Bohlen 


•aWSf; 


O) 
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President. H# said Bohlen participated in Soviet 

S»sr- 

o proof of any dleloyalty on Bohlen*e part and adml-t-tAri 

K5rs , s.aaT f f. hut 14 ®2 

F OLLOWr m INFORMATION NOT INCLUD E D IN SUMMARY MEMORANDUM^ ' 

t Donal <f Aaaietant Counsel in the office of 

h«5fJ2 J oseph McCarthy, advised he did not reoaudliiU 
having made any statement regarding Bohlen in hi B test!»!S«r 
before the Senate Committee. He did sta?e tha^UMltold 

Bn ] d . he personally has never had any suspicions of Bohlen 

“^s or- 

Ie lerfcnH* B H llngsley ' owner of the Stork Club, had Bohlen 
'?ha? MilinLTe 6 rJe fln ?^ 6 rv^we2 arC S U ' 19 % lfc recommended 
on-the iuenj 0 randunj b n 0 t n to^interview H Billing8ley 

iES3gS£5****.'&a££B 

Information furnished b; 







A. BIRTH 

The recordB of foe Regietrar, Harvard College, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, reflect that 
Bohlen was b orn August 10, 190 4, at Clayton ^Hgw_Ygcig., 
Hia birth date could not be verified in the reoords of 
the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Albany, Hew York. 


B. EDUCATION 

Bohlen attended 3t. Paul's Preparatory School, 
Concord, New Hampshire,, from September 1917, to June 1923, 
He attended Harvard College, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, Massachusett s, from June 1923, to 
June 1927. He majored in history and received an A.B. 
degree. 


C. EMPLOYMENT 

Bohlen applied for a position with the Foreign 
Service of the United States Department of State on 
Ootober 1$, 1920. He was unemployed at the time of hia 
application and no previous employments were reflected 
between the time of his graduation from Harvard College 
In June 1927 to the date of hie application. 


Appointee entered on duty with the Department 
of State as an unolaeelfled Foreign Service Offioer on 
March 26, 1929, at Washington, D. C. On May 1, 1929, 
appointee was promoted to the poaitlon of Vioe Consul. 

He was assigned to Prague on July 10, 1929. Appointee 
was transferred to Paris, France, for language study on 

July 31# 1931. 

Bohlen was transferred to the Embassy at 
Moscow, Russia, as Vioe Consul on Pebruary 10, 1934- 
He was confirmed a diplomat on March 6/ 1934* On May 24, 
1934, Bohlen.was designated Third Secretary at the Embassy 
in Mosoow. 


He was promoted to a Class 8 Foreign Service 

rj L / ** 

riN'CLOSUREl 
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Memorandum to Mr. Ladd- 


been reported ts coming, fro.n a confidential informant in the 
e t tec bed summary lue.norandun. The following inicr.ni. tion furnished 
by her is not being Included in the suiviary ..c.-.orend an es it is . 
6 conclusion of iiors not based on fact. She said she had e 
definite belief thet Bohlen lies strong homosexual tendencies. 

She related she has done considerable reeding in abnormal - 

psychology in the course of her life, end ‘she has met many 
homosexuals &:;d clelms she is able, with some degree of 
certeinty, to discern homosexual tendencies in Individuals, 

W. Bedell Smlt.i, Under Secretary of State furbished 
favorable information regarding Bohlen, Smith said he Is well 
e'were of the .allegations mode against 3ohien concerning his 
homosexual activities. Smith aeid he has not reviewed ell cf 
the materiel in question but is sure the Lurccu her o'eteined 
it from the various sources available, He advised that such 
information, of course, would have to be taken into consideration 
end evaluated and th* t the only part he desirt<l be mads o 
natter of record is the fact thet he, of his independent know¬ 
ledge, had no information concerning. Bohlen'e .alleged homosexual 
activities. Included in the attached summary was Smith's name 
with those peraens who furnished no. derogatory information. 


E. Freeman Matthews, Deputy Under Secretary of 
State, recommends Bohlen and information included in attached 
summery th6t Matthews was one of persons who furnished no 
derogatory information, Matthews furnished the fcllcwir._ for 
the bureau's information only with the request that ro 
dis&e.mineticn b.e made. He said ho is familiar with the 
'rumors existing .to the effect that-Bohl-n is a homosexual, 
Matthews feels thet these ru ors emanate from William Bullitt 
I former Ambassador to Russia. Matthews pieces no credence in 
the steterients and does not believe, Iron hie close £esccieti 
with Bohlen, that he is in fact a sex deviate. 

FAVORABLE IHFOR, ATIOU : 

A number of prominent individuals were Interviewed 
durin^ the course >f inis Investigation <nd they did net 
furnish any unfavorable information concerning bohlen,’ 


0 ^ 37 , ihC* ^ f. 



at London in 1945) "attended tKe ■••ting of Foreign 8ecre- 
--“-tariee -at-Moscow in 1945) attended -the meeting -of the Council 
of Foreign Minister* in Pari* in 1946) designated chairman 
of thf United Btatea delegation to the-Tripartite Conversa¬ 
tion* on Export Controls, London, 1950; served as Assistant 
Chief of the Division of European Affaire; aerved as Chief 
of the Division of Eastern European Affairs) special assist¬ 
ant to -the Secretary of State and Counselor of the Department 
of State, 



A memorandum in his.personnel file under date 
of May 4, 1949, reflected In part "He has established himself 
at the leading diplomatic expert of the Department in all 
natters concerning the relations between the United States 
-•■d-tfce -Boviet Union." 


! II. RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION: 


Carmel Offie, Washington Representative, Free 
; Trade Union Council, American Federation of Labor, In care 

•' of 1625 K Street, H. W., Washington, D. C., advised that 

he met the appointee In July 1934# »t the finbassy in Moscow. 
He advised that Bohlen was in the Embassy for about one year. 
Offie related that he has been a 'cloae associate of the 
t -«* -==e- anplM 1 e down through the yeara. He related that they were 
never-Stationed any other place together but that he saw 
him frsquently in other places, auch as Paris, Berlin, Rome, 
Algiers and Washington, Ht pointed out that he is very well 
acquainted with the appointee. 

I Offie advised that he returned to Washington 

I during the winter of 1948-49 end that he needed a place to' 

; stay. He advieed that the appointee and his wife were going 

1 abroad for a short period and that the appointee asked him 

j to stay at his home at 2811 Dumbarton Avenue, H. W., 

; Washington, D. C., during this period. He advised that the 

appointee left his two children in the home and that the 
ohildren were primarily under the care of servants. He 
j stated that he had the use of the appointee’s home during 

October, Hovember and December of 1948. 


I Offie advised the appointee is "an extremely 

1 Intelligent and attractive fellow." He stated'that during 

| the period around 1934 while at Moscow-, the appointee did 

considerable drinking. He advised that since his marriage 
| he "gets drunk much less frequently." Continuing, Offie 

stated that he definitely disagrees with the appointee's 
| thinking concerning the Soviet Onion, stating tnat in his 

opinion "Bohlen followed the Harry Hopkins line." He • 
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Offioer effective February 1, 1935* He was transferred, 
to Washington, D. C., on August 26, 1935* On June 1, 

1937, he was again promoted to the position of Class 7 ■ 
Foreign Service Officer. . 

Bohlen was again assigned to Moscow as Second 
Seoretary on July 4, 1937. He was appointed Consul at 
Moscow on April 21, 193§, and received another promotion 
to the position of Class 6 Foreign Service Officer on 
Maroh 1, 1939. 

Bohlen was transferred to Washington, D. C., ‘ 

effective July 8, 1940. He was sent to Tokyo, Japan, as 
Second Secretary, November 20, 1940. He was promoted to 
the position of Clash $ Foreign Service Officer, May 1, 

1941* It is noted that the appointee waB-in Tokyo at the 
time of the attack on Pearl Harbor and he was interned. 

Bohlen returned to Washington, D. C., under • 
repatriation, effective June 3,194 2 « He was promoted to 
the position of Class 4 Foreign Service Officer June 16, 

1943. 

Appointee was transferred to Moscow as First 
Secretary, November 3, 1943* On January 12, 1944# appointee 
was transferred to Washington, D. C. He was promoted to 
Class 2 Foreign Service Officer May 16, 1945# and to Class 1 
Foreign Service Officer May l£, 194?. 

On June 19, 1948# appointee was appointed Oareer 
Minister. He was assigned as Minister to Padia on June 17, 

1949. 

Effective Maroh 12, 1951# Bohlen was transferred 
to Washington, D. C., as Counselor of the Department of 
State. 

» Bohlen had the following special assignments: 

Secretary to the American delegation to the International 
Sugar Conference at London, England, 1937) Secretary of the 
Amerioan delegation to the Brussels Conference in 1937) 
accompanied Secretary of State to the Moscow Conference of . 
1943# attended the Teheran Conference, 1943# “Oted as area 
adviser for the United States group at the Dumbarton Oaks 
Conversations in 1944) accompanied former President Roosevelt 
to the Crimea Conference of 1945# (Yalta); acted as political 
and liaison officer of the United States delegation at the 
San Francisco Conference in 1945) acted as assistant to the 
United States member of the Council of Foreign Ministers 


2 








During the course of a previous investigation- 
.conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the 
records of the Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, • 

D. C., were examined concerning Offie. These reoord* ; 
reflected Offie had been arrested on September 8, 1943,- at ' 
12jll> a.a., in the 800 block of Vermont Avenue, Forthweet, 
Washington, D. 0., and charged with "disorderly oonduct - 
investigation - pervert." This record a lso d isolos ed that 
Offie had been arrested byof the 
Sex Squad of the Metropolitan Police Departme n^MTashington. 

D« 0., since he had approached BMMHBBi and attempted 
to induce him to engage in a homosexual act. As a result 
of this arrest; Offie was pernjltted to post twenty-five dollars 
collateral which he forfeited. '* 

During the course of another Investigation conducted 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the files of another 
Governmental agency which conducts personnel and intelligence 
investigations, were checked and they contained information 
that Carmel Offie had listed Charles E. Bohlen as a character 
reference. 

A representative of another Governmental agenoy 
which conduct b personre1 and intelligence investigations 
advise^ha^l^filesof his Governmental agenoy disclosed 

Whose present whereabouts is 
unknown, had given the appointee as a reference on his 
Application For Federal Employment in connection with his 
employment by the War Assets Administration. 

^^Thls representative of another Governmental agenoy 
stated was discharged from the Foreign Service, 

Department of State, for being a homosexual. He said that 
^■kfreely admitted his homosexual^activity. He also 
sed that the files reflect that 



He that_ 

Moscow, Russia, with the appointee in 19 

^^^l^representatlve of another Government agency 
advisedsaid he is forty-two years of ag e and 
»Btatad that he has always been a homosexual, 
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stated that also the appointee as late as last year at a 
party in Paris, defended the Yalta agreements. He advised 
that personally he cannot understand the appointee's attitude 
of appeasement. He. advised that personally he would not 
send the appointee to Moscow as that is the last placs-he 
would send him. He stated that "to send a man who prospered 
and who helped along the appeasement period is wrong." 

Offie advised that he considers the appointee 
loyal to the United States and that in his opinion the. 
appointee is of good character and associates. 

During the oourse of a previous investigation 
conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1949, 
a representative of another Governmental agenoy which con¬ 
ducts personnel and intelligence investigations, advised 
that a confidential informant of his whom he described as 
of extremely high reliability who had met Carmel Offie, 
furnished him the following informations 

Offie was a Class 4 Foreign Service Officsj^^ji 
Germany. He Is single, not effeminate. He visitedflQIHr . 

an admitted homosexual, on seyor^^occasionB when 
in Washington. One night on leaving horae in a cab, 
Offie propositioned the informant and told the informant 
that he would like to go to bed with him. The Informant said, 
"I don’t understand what you mean," and O ffie sa id, "Oh, 
yes you do, I'd like to sleep with you." later told 

the informant that "Offie la as queer as a three dollar bill." 
The informant advised that among his dose friends Offie is 
"gay" at the parties and on the occasions that he had seen 
him. The informant advised that Offie ie known among the 
Washington higher homosexuals as "one of us." 

At this time the representative of another Govern¬ 
mental agenoy advised that another of his confidential inform¬ 
ants who had admitted to him that he was a homosexual, had 
told him that he -had also heard that Carmel Offie is a homo¬ 
sexual. This informant had never had any relations with Offie 
but he stated that Offie has the reputation of b^y^^ioroo- 
sexual and is well known. The informant said 

who had admitted to him that he is a homosexual and who subse¬ 
quently resigned from the Department of State because of thiB, 
told him that Offie is a very goo d frien d of his and that 
Offie is oertalnly a homosexual. BBMthad denied any 
relations with Offie beoause "We are not sexually attracted 
to each other" but that Offie is nevertheless a homosexual, 
and is known among quite a few of friends as a 

homosexual. 
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related that in all of his forty-two years as a homosexual, * 
he has learned to separate the ♦‘queer" from the men.. 
said he can "spot" them ve ry eas ily and has never made a 
mistake in this activity. described it as part of= 

a sixth sense. 

JHHBl alsosaid that Bohlen walks, acts and talks 
like a homosexual. JHBladmitted that he has’had ho 
relations with Bohlen . but strongly believes Bohlen to be 
a homosexual. flHKa.lso stated he worked with Bohlen in 
-Moscow, -Russia, when both’were^taplhyed in the Foreign ' 
Service. -*--*•• 

Special Agent, Office of Security, 
Department of State, Washington, D. C^^dvised he is not 
presently acquainted with appointee. 4SHBI said he has 
never testified before any Senate Committee concerning 
Bohlen. 

^■■1^ stated that the only information he has 
concerning Bohlen was obtained in connection with his job 
in the Security Office of the Department of State which 
consists of reading reports and cross indexing names con- • 
cerning the interviews of De partmen t of State employees • 
suspected of homosexuality. advised that' he knows 

that the Department of State has an index card on Bohlen in 
this regard and that Bohlen was associated with sexual 
perverts. 

Information contained in the Office of Security, 
Department of State, has been reviewed and the results set 
out in this memorandum. 

The representative of another Governmental agency, 
described above, advised that during.the course of a previous 
investigat ion conduc ted by the agency .by which he is employed 




^ During the previous investigat^r^onductecMy^he 
above-men tio ned Gove rnmental agency, JHII^BiiiKHSHsSsSi 
was interviewed and he advJ^e^repre 
sentatives of the above Governmental agency that 
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*t the home' of the appointee at 2Qll Dum- 
barto n Avenue , K. W., Washington, D. 0., and that he had . 
aeenthere several times socially. The appointee 
was interviewed by re present at ive^o^the above-mentioned 
Governmental agenoy^fineernin^^BM^W «n^th^appointee 
advised he had met and 

fre quently been a guest In his ho me, primarily for disoussion 

The above-mentioned representative of another 
Governmental agency also furnished the following informations 

He said that in 1947# exeouted an Appli¬ 

cation For Federal Employment and gave the appointee as a 
reference. , ” ■ 

He said t hat__on January 24, 1947 , when a pplying 
for a position with listed 

his address as 2811 Dumbarton Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. 0. 
This 1 b the residence of appointee. 

He stated that the appointee has resided at this 
same address sinoe 194 2 # exoept when on foreign assignment. 

He said that JHBBB was interviewed on June 2$, 
1948, by representatives of the agency by whloh h e was 
employed 

admitted associations 

mi^^adinl^ted these individual's are internationally 
known homosexuals bu^nl^med his association was profast*’ 
slonal in naturs. bIso admitted a lifetime asso¬ 

ciation with a great number of homosexuals "some beoause 
of their artistic interests and thefaot that he has no 
antipathy toward homosexuals." said he "finds 

some of them to be most charm^i^people whose friendship 
he does no^eare^^^^s^/^B^BMM^^^^iavingsexual 
relations 

He denied 

knowing was a homosexual. 

This representative of anpther Government al agonoy 
said that repr esentatives of.his ag ency IntervlewedMMMfc 

sexual activities of every type known and stated that he 
would engage in any type of homosexua l aotivlty. He admitted 
engaging in homosexual aotivlty while (B |B^B6a^i8H BK8BBggWl 
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hia oloaeat American friend in the United States, one who fully 
understands the evil nature of the Soviet regime and as the 7 
beat possible choice for United States Ambassador tp Russia. 

the appointee ia completely loyal 
to the United States, is of exceptional intelligence, is a 
family mail, and of oxoollont moral character• 


he saw the appointee in Waah- 

£»— 0 «^_abgut three weeks ago and wrote to him from 


• . Th ® November 9, 1947, issue of the Sunday "Star," 

Washington, D. 0., contains an artiole by Rlohard L. Stokes 
concerning the appointee which is entitled "A Teohnioian 
Among The Diplomats." The artiole reflects that the Bohlen • 
family in America is related to the Krupp von Bohlen 
Dynasty of Armament Makers in the Ruhr. The artiole reflects 
Bo £ leK ' Ma “ Seoond Secretary in Moscow, Russia, 
in 19J7, he shared a room with a young Vice Consul, Charles W. 

Thayer»s f Bistir delPhia ’ Thl ® arfcicle ref l®cts Bohlen married 

1 ff ter g ftt ®A 6, 1953, the Under Seoretary 

of State ' WashingtPn, D. 0., 

advised Charles W. Thayer who was located at the American 
°° nau J ?® n ® ral » Munich, Germany, that it has been con¬ 

cluded that proceedings.should be instituted to separate you 
from the Foreign flervioe on charges of mieoonduct pertaining 
i 7, l Relieve you are fully aware of the information 
that has been found in the Department's investigations.... H 

Ike representative of another Governmental agency 
previously mentioned in.this memorandum, advised he interviewed 

1951, oonosrning the information 
furnished by previously set out in this memo¬ 

randum. He alpTritehvTewed.hlm oonosrning other'matters. 

He related that Thayer oategorioally dented being a homosexual. 

.4 , j another Governmental agenoy 

advised that the files of hie agenoy oontain an admission on 


o 


butdeniedrelationswithPlThe^r 

stated he had hear d, from other homosex uals 
was a homosexual. 

with only . 

homosexuals in attendance. •• 


__He advised that he had been unable 

to hear their conversations and said that he did not know 
whether or not Thayer was a homosexual. 



iSSSfiSI9BHB described appointee as being of un¬ 
questionable oharabter,'reputation, associates, and morality. 
the fields of music and letters 

they had beoome acquainted 

with some people whom she believed to be homosexuals. She 
declined to identify euoh people and stated that to her knowl¬ 
edge, none of these persons were friends or aoquaintanoes of 
the Bohlens. 

• was interviewed by a representative 

of this Bureau in Paris, Franoe,at which time he furnished 
the following information* 

He said he originally met appointee at a lunoheon 
party in Washington, D. C., in about 1943. He denied ever 
living in the appointee's home but said that during 1944 - 
i945 and again during 1947 and 1949, he frequently stayed 
overnight in the appointee'a home in Washington, D. 0. He 
also stayed overnight in the appointee's home in Paris on 
several occasions in 1950. He described the appointee as 
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the part of Thayer to engaging in one act of homosexuality 
while on a foreign assignment. This representative 'declined 
to name the other party involved or reveal when or where this 
act took place. This representative said that in addition 
to the above information, the files of h is agency ref lect 


that Thayer adm 



Charles W. Thayer, when employed as Chief of the 
International Broadcasting Division, United States Department 
of State, Hew York City, was investigated by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in 1949, under the provisions of 
Executive Order 903$» the President's Loyalty Program, 

Copies of the result! of this investigation were furnished 
to the United States Oivil Servioe Commission, and by letter 
dated February 14, 19$0, the Chairman, Loyalty Review Board, 
United States Civil Servioe Commission, advised Thayer was 
"Eligible on loyalty," 

A confidential informant of unknown reliability who 
formerly worked in the same .suite of offioes as the appointee 
during 19$1 when he was in Washington, D. C., on a speolal 
assignment, furnished the following information! 

The informant was never oorafortable in the same room 
with the appointee and was unoomfortable when she heard the 
appointee talk. She related there is a definite shading in 
his conversation and in his manner of epeeoh whioh indicates 
effeminacy. She said the appointee had a habit of running 
his tongue over his lip in the manner utilised by a woman. • 

On at least three or four occasions during the short period 
of time he was in Washington, D. C.j he oalled a Mr. Thayer, 
his brother-in-law, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania\ She said 
Bohlen used to visit his brother-in-law over the week end 
during this period. 

She advised she overheard conversations between 
Bohlen and Thayer and the conversations definitely were not 
of a business nature but were purely personal, She stated 
the appointee's tone of conversation in speaking to Thayer 
was definitely not the normal tone used in conversations with 
others. She said Bohlen'a tone of voloe was decidedly differ¬ 
ent, sounded effeminate, and was "quite girlish." She stated 
the only time Bohlen did not sound effeminate was when he 
spoke in the French language. 
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This informant said'the appointee is considered to 
be quite a brilliant person in the Department of State and 
ho impressed her strongly with his intense loyalty to the’ 
United States. 


• This informant said that notwithstanding the' infor¬ 
mation she had furnished, she would unhesitatingly reoommend 
Bohlen for the position of Ambassador to Rqssia, ■ 


William C. Bullitt, Washington, D. 0., former 
Ambassador to Russia, advised, that he met the appointee around 
1934 when Bohlen was a language student in Paris. Bullitt 
informed that he took Bohlen to Mosoow with him to work in 
the Embassy. He related that Bohlen was in the Embassy from 
one to two years and that his conduct beoame "intolerable." 

He related that Bohlen, during this period, was drinking 
excessively and that he personally asked for his recall to 
the Department of State. Bullitt said there would be no 
record of this, in the files of the Department of State as 
the entire matter was handled by him on a personal basis. 


Bullitt stated that the appointee's brother-in-law, 
Charles Thayer, was also in the Bnbassy in Moadow during this 
period and that Thayer and the appointee were very close friends. 
He pointed out that Bohlen subsequently married Thayer's sis¬ 
ter, and that he personally has a very high regard for 
Hra. Bohlen, 


Bullitt stated that during that period of time 
Charles Thayer "frequently got horribly and dangerously drunk." 
He stated that ho called Thayer in and told him if he did not 
stop his excessive drinking he would "kiok him out of the 
Stato Department." 


Bullitt said there is no' question oonoerning the 
appointee's loyalty to the United States or his moral oharaoter. 
He advised .that the appointee is extremely clever and quite a 
brilliant individual. He advised that personally, he has the . 
utmost oontompt for Bohlen and has told him so to his face. 

He related that approximately several years ago he oalled 
Bohlen a "rfheap profiteer on American disaster." Bullitt 
stated that the above related to what he considered a lack 
of othloe on the part of the appointee. He advised that during 
the war years appointee "went along with the theme of Harry 
Hopkins that the Soviet Union was a peaoe loving democracy 
and that he has certainly furthered his career by so doing." 
H^po^Ttedout that other men in similar positions, such as 

who had the backbone and ethios to refuse to go 
along with anything that was not for.the best interests of the 
United States were exiled to posts such as Bagdad." He stated 
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•tuck for years to thin lino sad followed It at Yalta.” ‘ 

Levine also stated Bohlen fnever played with the pro-floviet 
group whioh was functioning at a polioy level in the State 
Department.” 

Levine said that up until Stalin'a death, he‘ 
believed he was in favor of Bohlen's appointment to Moscow 
as an Ambassador but now that Stalin is dead, he strongly • 
believes Bohlen'a appointment to Moaoow should definitely be 
held up* fie advised there is a definite and real danger that 
Bohlen may seek to bring American polioy baok to the Yalta 
line of "adjustment" with Russia on terms whioh would leave 
Russia in possession of all the "loot” including the greater 
part of Xorth Eorea. 

Levine stated that in his opinion Bohlen is definitely 
more interested in his career than in his country and for 
this reason combined with.the above, he would reoommend 
against Bohlen*s appointment to Moscow. Be said he wanted 
to make it clear that he would not oppose Bohlen'a nomination 
to any other oountry in the world with the exception of 
Russia. 

A confidential informant of unknown reliability, 
who was formerly a high-ranking offioer in the United States . 
Air Foroe, advised he first beoame acquainted With Bohlen 
in 194-2. He never had any particularly dose association . 
or oontaot with Bohlen until Deoember 1945, at whioh time 
this informant was assigned to the Joint Intelligence Staff 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, He aleo has had eooial oontaote 
with Bohlen. 

This Informant said.that from the dealings he had 
with Bohlen, he ie definitely of the opinion that Bohlen has 
"no strength of character, is an opportunist, interested in 
his oareer and playing ball with his superiors.” He said 
the position assumed by Bohlen "as an expert advisdV was in 
oonoert with other like-minded people who wont along completely 
with the Roosevelt-Stalin united front tactics.” . 

He said the appointee epitomises the "soft appease¬ 
ment polioy followed by the United States in dealing with 
Russia.” He advised he definitely feels that Bohlen should 
not be sent to Moaoow, 

Arthur Bliss Lane, Washington, D. C., former 
Ambassador to Poland, advised he first met Bohlen in 1944 
and during the period between 1944 end 1945,' worked very 
olosely with Bohlen in Washington, D. 0. He said Bohlen 
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the appointee'a.career on the other hand has-skyrocketed,. 


- -Bullitt stated that-tho appointee Is a "careerist" 
and that he is personally opposed to career men in the Foreign 
Service, stating as his reason, that they worry more about 
Jeopardising their career than they do about the United States, 
Bullitt advised that he feels that a Foreign Service Offioer 
should stand for his country and the truth even if he loses 
his job for his action. 

He advised that he has no specific information which 
he thinks should stand in the way of Mr, Bohlen's appointment. 

Jay Loveatone, a self-acknowledged former leader of 
the Conmunist Party, both nationally and internationally, 

—adTiaed he Is not a dose pereonal friend of Bohlen but has 
■st him on occasions socially and had dlaoueeiona with him. 

He has never had any reason to question Bohlen's loyalty, 
■orslity, character or reputation; however, he does question 
his Judgment. Loveatone said on one occasion he recalled 
discussing with Bohlen the trial of Alger Hiss and this dis¬ 
cussion ooeurred between the first and second trials of Hiss. 
Loveatone does not rsoall Bohlen's exact comments but said 
Bohlen bad implied that he waa not luprtased by the faota 
sis -brought out in the first trial of Hiss and he would await 
ths verdict of the second trial before considering his guilt. 
Loveston# said in his opinion this attitude on the part of 
Bohlen caused him to question Bohlen'e Judgment. He stated 
he also questioned Bohlen's Judgment in defending the Yalta 
agreement. 



Isaac Don Levine, Washington, D. C. ( advised he was 
born In Ruasia, and came to the United States In 1911. He 
said he waa the' author of the first biography ever published 
on Stalin and Lenin. Levine eeld during 1951 and 1952, he 
was tba European Director of the American Commlttaa For Tha 
Liberation Of The Peoples Of Russia, Incorporated, at Munloh, 
Oarmany, and in thia capaoity was fraquently in contact with 
the appointee. 


Levine said the occasions of his discussions with 
Bohlan hava bean to diacuse the Soviet Union and Communism. 
Levine stated he believes Bohlen ia a completely loyal Amarl- 
oan and la an honaat'anti-Oommuniet, but The swallowed the 
Hopkins line that Soviet Ruasia would b* primarily intareatad, 
after the War, In' domastio raoonetructlon and that a ten- 
billion-dollar loan auch as Barrlman propoaed to give Stalin 
during World War II would keap the Soviet Government out of 
Western Europe." Levine arid, "Bohlen, as far sa I know, 
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be ,-feel* that he la the last word and final authority on 
dealings with the Soviets. Lane advised that he thinka that 
the appointee's assignment, to Mosoow Is a grave mistake and 
that Ho put an apologist of the Soviet Union, Yalta and 
the appeasement polioy to-the Soviet Union in the position of 
Ambassador to Mosoow is wrong." 

. 5 1 Lane advised that this appointment, in his opinion, 

would-be a definite indioation to the Soviet Union that we 
still go along with the old appeasement policy. He pointed • 
out in this regard that Bohlen actually made this policy 
himself and that he was far more than merely an interpreter 
at Yalta, inasmuch as he had been making our polioy towards 
the Sovist Union even before Yalta. He advised that history 
has already shown that the appointee was definitely in error. 

of the 

York Time^^olunteered information in May 1950, in regard to 
.Bohlen, stated that he did not desire to allege that 

Bohlen was either a Communist, a Communist sympathiser or even • 
a "left winger," but that he has always been puzzled by Bohlen'a 
connection in the Department of State. He stated that Bohlen 
is a "Harvardian" and came into the Department of State at about 
the same time that many of the Harvard group sponsored by 
Felix Frankfurter moved into the Department of State and ot her 
departments, including such men as Alger and Donald Hiss. 
stated that as far as he has been able to observe, Bohlen hat^^ 
always had an intense interest in Russia and reportedly took 
two trips to Russia, either immediately before beooming connected 
with the Department of State or shortly thereafter. He stated 
that Bohlen speaks Russian fluently, whereas Alger Hiss does 
not speak Russian, but that at each of. the important conferences 
between Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin, and later with President 
Truman, Bohlen and Hiss were generally photographed on either 
side of the President, along with the Secretary of State. 

•stated that Bohlen acted as both adviser and interpreter foi^^^ 

Roobo velt at Teheran. Yalta. _anri Cairn, and later fo r Pr esid ent 
Truman a_t_Potsdani. BB ——k 

stated he 

could acouse Bohlen of is that he participated in Soviet "appeasement" 
to the following extent. . . 

stated that Bohlen, being among the top four or 
five American officials at these conferences including the President, 
the Secretary of State, Alger Hiss, Bohlen, et al, and being the 
only really top level official with ability to fluently apeak and 
understand Russian and having been in the Russian Section of the 
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had always indicated to him a desire to plaoate tha Soviet 
Union and aatelllta countries. Lane aaid when Bohlen 
realized that he was. opposed to this attitude, Bohlen 
appeared to atop eonflding in him. He pointed out that 
at one time Bohlen-had shown him all of the telegrams*,, 
et oetera, whioh had been sent to Poland and which oon- 
oerned Poland, but that after Bohlen beoamo aware that 
he was opposed to the appeasement polioy that Bohlen 
appeared to "hold baok;" 

Lane stated that after the Yalta Conference,'ho 
attempted to learn from Bohlen what went on at the Confer¬ 
ence whioh concerned Poland, He waa never told of the 
United States agreement* and oommlttmenta a* affecting 
Poland even though it was Bohlen's responsibility to so 
infora him. He advised that the same applies as affecting 
the Potsdam Conference, 

Lane aaid that it la hla own personal knowledge 
that Bohlen has been the controlling foroe behind our 
relations with the Soviet Union and the satellite countries 
ainoe 1944* He described Bohlen as "the man behind the 
soines," 

Lane stated it never ooourred to him that Bohlen, 
"who had been the personification of our appeasement polioy, 
should be appointed to Mosoow." He said Bohlen was personally 
responsible for the polioy whioh was repudiated in the 
elections last Hovember. He advised it was Bohlen who 
suggested to Averell Harriraan in 1945 that Harry Hopkins 
should go to Mosoow and make the concessions to the Russians, 
whioh made the holding of the Potsdam Conference possible. 

He said this was definitely the turning point in our relations 
with the Soviet Union inasmuch as onoe the Soviets realized 
that we would go to any lengths to-negotiate poaoe they 
began to pursue their aggressive attitude toward the United 
States. 

Lane stated that in 194&» while he was Ambassador 
to Poland, Bohlen was the foroe behind a ninety-million-iollar 
loan to Poland. He stated that it is inoonoeivable to him 
that an individual could recommend the eoonomio build-up of . 
a Communist enemy of the United States. He advised he attrib¬ 
utes this action to a definite error in Judgment. Lane stated 
that the appointee is not an aeaoolate of pro-Oommunlate and 
that he does not feel that Bohlen is.a pro-Communiet. He 
stated his real fault in obaraoter is that he thinks he knows 
more about the Soviets and Communism than anyone else in the 
United States. He related that Bohlen la so oonoelted that 
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The following persona were interviewed concerning 
appointee's character, reputation, associates, loyalty and 
ability. None of these persons had any unfavorable comments 
to make concerning him. 

Walworth Barbour, Director, Office of Eastern 
European Affairs, Department of State, 

Washington, D. C. 

General Alexander Barmine, Chief of the 
Russian Branch, International Broadcasting 
Division, Department of State, New York City. 

James Bondbright, Deputy Assistant Direotor, 

Bureau of European Affairs, Department of 
State, Washington, D. C. 

■General'Omar Bradley, The Pentagon, 

Washington, D. 'C. 

'David Bruce, former Ambassador to Prance, 

New York City. 

Governor James P. Byrnes, Columbia, 

South Carolina, 

General Robert C. Cutler,' Administrative 
Assistant to the President. 

Richard H. Davis, Officer in Charge of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
Affairs, Department of State, Washington, D. C. 
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Department of State ever ainoe he began,to work there, wielded 
oonaiderable influence, poasibly. even mor e than Alger Hies, but 
at least second only to Hiss' Influence. added that Bohlen, 

of necessity, was aware of, and had to participate in the formu¬ 
lation of polioy, the making of quick decisions and oonoeaaions 
at the various conferences. He added that Amerloan polioy .at 
Teheran "sealed the doom of Poland by the Stettin-Trieste line, 
and al so agreed to Russian occupation of the Baltic States." 

stated that at Yalta, American policy "agreed to the 
Russian occupation of Manohuria and the Kurile islands, and was 
the beginning of the end insofar as China is concerned," and 
that "all of these agreements were in direct violation of the 
Atlantic Charter in which we pledged that there would be no 
territorial violations of-any of our allies." 

stated that in addition to this, he,^HHthad 
been present at a reception of diplomats, military leaders, 
newsmen, et cetera, given by General Donald M. Connolly, Commander 
of the Persian Gulf Com mand d uring the war, at which numerous 
Russians were present. flHfc stated that Bohlen was present at 
this conference and oiroulated freely among the Russians chatting* 
shaking hands, back-slapping and appearing overly friendly to the 
point that he appeared "obeiaant to them." He stated that he did 
not know what topics were discussed with them by Bohlen, nor was 
there any indication that Bohlen'soonduot was in any way pre¬ 
judicial to the interests of the United States. 

said that for the above reasons he has suspected 
Bohlen, and although he has no proof of any disloyalty on Bohlen'a 
part, it Beema peouliar that one who was so closely associated with 
Hiss and other "Harvardlans" could escape unscat hed ins ofar as 
the taint of "left wing" activity is concerned. admitted that 

this information was meager, but that it at least convinced him that 
Bohlen's activities should be "watched." 

furnished the names of certain individuals whom he 
reoommended be interviewed in the event an inquiry of Bohlen was 
ever made. These individuals have been interviewed and the results 
of the interviews have been set out in this memorandum. 


was interviewed in connection with the current investi¬ 
gation. He advised that he had nothing additional to furniBh to the 
remarks previously,furnished, except to say that it was his belief, 
from conversations with persons in the Department of State that an 
"area of mistrust" exists in the Department of State in regard to 
Bohlen. He added that in his opinion the appointment'of Bohlen 
to a responsible position would be a. mistake. 
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* W. Bedell 8mlth, Under Secretary of State, Depart¬ 
ment of Btate, Washington, D. 0. - 

Paul Ward, a Washington oorrespondent for the 
"Baltimore Sun" who apeoialirea in reporting 'foreign 
affaire. 

Frank Wiener, Deputy Dirpotor, Central Intelligence 
Agency, Washington, D. C, 

Mary 0, Wojnar, Secretary to the Counaelor, Depart¬ 
ment of State, Washington, D. C. 

B, RELATIVES AND MARITAL STATUS 

Membera of the appointee's immediate family are set 
out as follows!. 

W^^^^^^^Howard Bohlen, nee Thayer, born 
^■■■mHBBMdate of marriage August 29, 


• dr on - Avis Thayer Bohlen, born 

| Charles Euatia Bohlen, Jr., born^^HH^ 
f (associates of appointee Indicate that in 
addition to the above two ohildren, the appointee 
has one infant daughter). 


Brother - Henry Bohlen, deoeaBed. 

Slater - Ellen M. Bohlen, Aiken, South Carolina, 

Father - Charles Bohlen, born January 14 , 1866, 
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Mother - Celestine Bohlen, nee EuBtia, born 
April 11, 1077, at New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Grandfather - James B. Eustls,-former Ambassador 
to Franoe and a former United States Senator.. 
(Appointee's parents and grandfathsr are deceased.) 


The records of the Metropoli tan PolJ 
Washington, D. 0. . contain a record ofJHS 


Department, 


Thers is no record of the appointee's wTfolr^n^lleaof 
the Police Department, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; the 
Police Department, Lower Merlon, Pennsylvania, which oovers 
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Allen W. Dulles, Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, Washington, D. C. 

James E. Dunn, Ambassador, 'Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

David Finlay, Director, National Gallery of Art, 
Washington, D. C. 

Joseph E. Grew, former Ambassador, Washington, D. C. 

John Hlokerson, Assistant Secretary for the United 
Nations, Department of State, Washington, D. C. 

George F. Kennan, former Ambassador to Mosoow, 
Department of State, Washington, D. C. 

Helen P. Kirkpatrick, Public Affairs Adviser, 

Bureau of European Affairs, Department of State, 
Washington, D. C, 

James Lay, Jr., Executive Secretary of the National 
Security Council, Washington, D. 0. 

H. Freeman Matthews, Deputy Under Secretary of 
State, Department of State, Washington, D. C. 

General Willis Matthews, Executive Officer to 
General Omar Bradley, The Pentagon, Washington, D. C. 

Colonel Harry McBride, former Assistant to Secre¬ 
tary of State Cordell Hull, Washington, D. C, 

Robert McBride, Officer in Charge, French-Iberian 
Affairs, Department of State, Washington, D. C. 

Michael James McDermott, Special Assistant to the 
Secretary for Press Relations, Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

General George C. Marshall, The. Pentagon, Washing¬ 
ton, D. C. 

Paul H. Nitze, Director, Policy Planning Staff, 
Department of State, Washington, D. C. 

G. Howland- Shaw, former official in the Department 
of.State, Washington, D. C. 
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able information concerning the appointee. 

E. AGENCY CHECKS , 

The files of the following Federal agencies do not 
oontain any additional pertinent, identifiable information 
concerning the appointee: 

Central Intelligence Agenoy, Washington, D. 0. 

Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. 0. 

House Oomralttee On Un-American Activities, 
Washington, D. C. 

Passport Division, Department of State, Washington, 
D. C. 
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Villanova, Pennsylvania; and the Philadelphia Credit Bureau, 
Incorporated, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

There is no reoord of Ellen M. Bohlen at the Polioe 
Department, Aiken, South Carolina, and the Sheriff's Office, 
Aiken County, South Carolina, The Credit Bureau of Aiken, 
South Carolina, reflects Ellen M. Bohlen as having a satis¬ 
factory oredit rating. During this Investigation, persons 
who commented oonoerning the appointee's immediate family 
described them as loyal Americans of good character and 
reputation. 

C. INTERVIEWS WITH NEIGHBORS 

During this investigation, neighbors of the appointee 
at Washington, D. C., were interviewed and they did not furnish 
any unfavorable information regarding his oharaoter, loyalty, 
reputation, and associates*. 

D. OREDIT AND CRIMINAL 

No arrest record for the appointee was found in a • 
oheok of the records of the following law enforcement agencies: 

United States Park Polioe, Washington, D. C. 

Polioe Department, Concord, New Hampshire. 

Polioe Department, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Polioe Department, Lower Merlon, Pennsylvania. 

Police Department, New York City. 

The files of the Metropolitan Polico Department, 
Washington, D. C., reflected one traffic charge against the 
appointee. The records of the Massachusetts State Board 
of Probation, Boston, Massachusetts, a oentral repository 
for all criminal reoords in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
reflected two trafflo violations, for the appointee. One of 
these ocourred on September 13, 1922, at West Roxbu'ry District 
Court, where he was fined five dollars for a "traffic viola¬ 
tion.'' On November 14, 1924, he appeared in Malden District 
Court, Malden, Massachusetts, and was charged with J’no 
license," and fined ten dollars. 

The oredit bureaus serving the localities listed 
above where, arrest records were checked, reported no unfavor- 
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DNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ViSHIMCTOK *>,D.C. 

April 16, 1953 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 1 * PERSONAL FILES* 


On March. 24, 1953, I ■aw Scott McLeod, the new Security 
Officer at the State Department. Mr. McLeod ■eemed to be quite depressed 
as a result of the recent controversy with which he had been engaged as a 
result of the recent publicity b* 111 * bad played a prominent part 

incident to the nomination of Mj.aB ohlen as Ambassador to Moscow. 


Ambassador to Moscow. 


Mr. McLeod also stated that he had been on the point of 
resigning several times as a result of the treatment which he had received 
in this matter but had refrained from doing so up to the .time I saw him. 

Mr. McLeod stated he had made an evaluation ofthe F^I summary on Bohlen 
which had been submitted to the Secretary of StatevvattEe request of the Secre¬ 
tary of State and had indicated that he could not conscientiously give Mr. 

Bohlen a security clearance. He stated that he had refrained from appearing 
before any committee of Congress although he had been sought to appear 
before several of the committees. He stated that the publicity which had 
appeared in the papers relating to the difficulty between the Secretary of State 
and himself was moat embarrassing and he. had been blamed for having leaked 
the information. He Btated that General Persons at the White House had 
called him by phone the morning that the first story appeared and had indicated 
they did not appreciate at the White House his going to the press with his 
trouble. He stated he had endeavored to assure General Persona that he had 
nothing to do with furnishing any information to the press. - Mr. McLeod also 
told me that Mr. Allen Dulled, brother of the Secretary of State, had gone to. 
see ConBtantine Brown and informed Mr. Brown that he was investigating the 
leak to the press and asked Mr. Brown whether it had emanated from Mr. 
McLeod. Mr. Brown indicated to Allen Dulles that it had not. During the 
conversation with Mr. Brown, Allen Dulles informed Mr. Brown that the 
Secretary of State was opposed to the appointment of Bohlen and did not con-, 
sider him the typo of individual who should be named Ambassador to Russia 
but had gone along with the appointment because of the President's personal 
desire and interest. Mr. McLeod, also told me that in a conversation which 
he had had with the Secretary of State, the Secretary of State had, in substance, 
indicated the same thing to him about his personal views concerning Bohlen 
and had stated that the appointment was a pereona^jtene being ipade at the 
. insistence of President EisenhoweV. " '&■ 

A. u.tf. 

Jwn Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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